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Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

The Feast of the Presentation 

of the Lord in the Temple, is 

traditionally, the last day of 

the Christmas season, though 

forgotten by most people.  

Many Churches keep the Crib up until the 2nd of 

February, It is also the day of prayer for those in 

Consecrated Life and may Religious will gather in 

the various Dioceses to celebrate our Charism and 

gifts. 

From the beginning of Advent our prayer has been 

‘come Lord Jesus, come’, it was a time of patient 

waiting to see the Lord among us. 

On the great feast we see Him in the Temple, 

brought by his parents to present him to the Lord. 

From the moment of his birth, Mary and Joseph, 

seem to be caught up in a great moment of 

movement, people coming and going in and out of 

their lives, all filled with wonder and questions 

about the child, everyone desires to see the child. 

Mary and Jospeh have been most generous in 

sharing him since his birth. They have been ‘giving 

him away’, so to speak since his birth. 

There is a lesson for us as Religious, we receive the 

gift of divine life in our vocation, a gift to be shared 

with the whole world. We do this by our 

willingness to go on Mission when we are 

requested and share the life of love. 

Mary and Jospeh shared Jesus with the world, 

their example of generosity inspires us to do 

likewise, he was not their possession but to share 

Him with the whole world. 

On the day we made our Religious Profession, we 

embraced a way of life different from the world, 

on this day of Consecrated Life, may we come 

away refreshed from the embrace of Jesus, Mary 

and Joseph, able to say that we have seen the 

light, Jesus, the salvation of the world. 

Fr Peter sss 

(President) 

 

Religious of the Diocese of Paisley 

 

 

 

 

Recently we were invited to join Bishop John Keenan 

for dinner.  Marianne (PA to Bishop John) was in the 

foyer to welcome, to give drinks and welcome the 

Sisters. Taxis were arranged for Sisters to attend.  

Firstly,  we gathered in the Oratory for Evening 

Prayer with our Bishop John and Brother Priests. 

This was  a quiet time of prayer united as one 

Community. It was as though we were in the ‘upper 

room’ with Our Blessed Mother.  

As always we were made very welcome and had a 

most enjoyable Italian dinner served by friends. As 

we finished we moved naturally into a nice pattern 

of sharing news, experiences and jokes as well as a 

good sing song.  The singing was led by Msgr Denis 

Carlin who was in good voice and has a great variety 

of songs.  

Msgr Denis has been our Vicar of Religious for a 

number of years and he has been a great support as 

well as being well informed when matters of 

Religious life are concerned which is always a great 

benefit to us.  Sadly, we have to let him go because 

he has now retired, but he is not out of our lives 

completely he is remember in our prayers. We wish 

him every grace and blessing on the next stage of his 

life. 

Sr. Maria 

McGuire, dw. 
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DICASTERO 

PER GLI ISTITUTI DI VITA CONSACRATA  

E LE SOCIETA DI VITA APOSTOLICA  

Prophecy of presence: 

consecrated life where dignity is wounded and 

faith is tested. 

Vatican City, January 28, 2026 

Dear consecrated women and men, 

With this letter, we wish to reach out to you in 

every part of the world, in the places where you 

live and carry out your mission, to express our 

gratitude for your fidelity to the Gospel and for the 

gift of a life that becomes a seed scattered in the 

folds of history. A life sometimes marked by trials, 

but always lived as a sign of hope. 

Over the past year, during the Dicastery's travels 

and pastoral visits, we have had the gift of 

touching and being touched by this life, 

encountering the faces of many consecrated 

persons called to share complex situations: 

contexts marked by conflict, social and political 

instability, poverty, marginalization, forced 

migration, religious minority status, violence, and 

tensions that test people's dignity, freedom, and 

sometimes even their faith. These experiences 

reveal how strong the prophetic dimension of 

consecrated life is as a "presence that remains": 

alongside wounded peoples and individuals, in 

places where the Gospel is often lived in 

conditions of fragility and trial. 

This "remaining" takes on different forms and 

challenges, because the complexities of our 

societies are diverse: where daily life is marked by 

institutional fragility and insecurity; where 

religious minorities experience pressures and 

restrictions; where well-being coexists with 

loneliness, polarization, new forms of poverty, and 

indifference; where migration, inequality, and 

widespread violence challenge civil coexistence. In 

many parts of the world, the political and social 

situation tests trust and erodes hope: and 

precisely for this reason, your faithful, humble, 

creative, and discreet presence becomes a sign 

that God does not abandon his people. 

Evangelical "remaining" is never immobility or 

resignation: it is active hope that generates 

attitudes and gestures of peace: words that disarm 

precisely where the wounds of conflict seem to 

erase fraternity, relationships that testify to the 

desire for dialogue between cultures and religions, 

choices that protect the little ones even when 

standing by their side comes at a price, patience in 

processes even within the ecclesial community, 

perseverance in the search for paths of 

reconciliation to be built through listening and 

prayer, courage in denouncing situations and 

structures that deny people's dignity and justice. 

Precisely because this is so, this remaining is not 

only a personal or communal choice, but becomes 

a prophetic word for the entire Church and for the 

world. 

In this act of remaining like a seed that accepts 

death so that life may flourish, in diverse and 

complementary forms, the prophecy of all 

consecrated life is expressed. Apostolic life makes 

visible an active closeness that supports wounded 

dignity; contemplative life safeguards, through 

intercession and fidelity, hope when faith is tested; 

Secular institutes bear witness to the Gospel as a 

discreet leaven in social and professional realities; 

the Ordo virginum manifests the power of 

gratuitousness and fidelity that opens to the 

future;  eremitic life recalls the primacy of God and 

the essential that disarms the heart. In the  

diversity of forms, a single prophecy takes shape: 

to remain with love, without abandoning,  without 

remaining silent, making one's life the Word for 

this time in history. 

It is precisely within this prophecy of remaining 

that a testimony of peace matures. Pope Leo XIV 

has persistently recalled this in his addresses, 

indicating peace not as an abstract utopia, but as 

a demanding and daily journey that requires 

listening, dialogue, patience, conversion of mind 

and heart, and rejection of the logic of the strong 

prevailing over the weak. Peace is not born from 

opposition, but from encounter, from shared 

responsibility, from the capacity for listening and 

synodal journeying, from love for all in the manner 

of the Gospel, according to which all are brothers 

and sisters. For this reason, consecrated life, when 

it remains close to the wounds of humanity 

without yielding to the logic of conflict, yet 

without renouncing speaking God's truth about 

humanity and history, becomes — often without 

fanfare —an artisan of peace. Dear consecrated 

women and men, we thank you for your 
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perseverance when the fruits seem distant, for the 

peace you sow even when it is not recognised. 

We continue to cherish the experience of the 

Jubilee of Consecrated Life, which called us to be 

pilgrims of hope on the path of peace. This is not a 

slogan or a formula. We experienced it concretely 

even in the journey that prepared our gathering in 

Rome. Rather, it is an evangelical style to continue 

to embody every day, wherever dignity is 

wounded and faith is tested. 

We entrust each and every one of you to the Lord, 

that he may make you steadfast in hope and gentle 

in heart, capable of remaining, of consoling, of 

beginning anew: and thus to be, in the Church and 

in the world, a prophecy of presence and a seed of 

peace. 

 

 

 

STEPPING INTOSTILLNESS: 

An Introduction to 

Contemplative Praying and 

Living in the Way of Franz Jalics SJ 

The retreats are based on Franz Jalics SJ way of 

Contemplative Praying and Living (as the Gries 

Path of Prayer) offering an introduction to this 

pathway as well as the opportunity to deepen it. 

Franz developed this form of Christo-centric 

contemplative prayer first of all in his ministry in 

Argentina in the early 1970’s and subsequently at 

the Jesuit Spirituality Centre, Haus Gries, 

Germany. It has since spread across the world. This 

Contemplative Retreat has been taking place in 

the UK since 2015, both residentially and on-line. 

‘There are many paths to contemplation.  I show 

you one of them. I’m conscious of the fact that God 

leads many people to contemplation without any 

external help. Frequently he uses natural 

circumstances. A simple life of love, some years on 

a sickbed, a brush with death, the leaving of one’s 

homeland in order to live among the poor, and 

other events can lead to contemplation. I do not 

want to exalt my way above others. On the 

contrary I am very happy that they exist and I 

appreciate them. I myself have walked the way I 

describe: should it help someone else to find his or 

her way I am satisfied.’ (Franz Jalics SJ) 

STEPPING INTO STILLNESS. CONTEMPLATIVE 

RETREATS 2026 

April 20th – 24th St Rita’s Centre, Honiton. 
An Introduction to the Gries Path of Prayer as well 
as an opportunity for a short retreat for those 
familiar with this way of prayer. For further details: 
Contact the retreat co-ordinator Paddy Rylands 
paddyrylands@gmail.com 
 
May 11th – 20th  St Augustine’s Priory, House of 
Prayer, Old Colwyn.  
8 Day Contemplative Retreat for those familiar 
with this way of praying as well as introducing the 
Gries Path to those for whom it is new.  
For further details: Contact the Administrator, 
House of Prayer enquiries@houseofprayer.org.uk 

July 22nd – 27th Santa Maria Abbey, Nunraw, 

Scotland.  

An Introduction to the Gries Path of Prayer as well 
as an opportunity for a short retreat for those 
familiar with this way of prayer. For further details 
contact: juliet.epiphany@gmail.com 

August 18th – 27th St Rita’s Centre, Honiton.  
8 Day Contemplative Retreat for those familiar 
with this way of praying as well as introducing the 
Gries Path to those for whom it is new. (The team 
will include the current director of Haus Gries, Fr 
Lutz Mueller SJ as well as Margaret Castro and 
Paddy Rylands) For further details: Contact the 
retreat co-ordinator Paddy Rylands 
paddyrylands@gmail.com 

November 1st – 8th  Haus Gries, Gries 6, 96352 
Wilhelmsthal 
6 Day Contemplative Retreat in English for those 
familiar with this way of praying as well as 
introducing the Gries Path to those for whom it is 
new. Members of St Augustine’s Contemplative 
Retreat Team hope to be joining the current 
director of Haus Gries, Fr Lutz Mueller SJ, in 
offering this retreat in English for English speaking 
retreatants from across the world.  
For Further details email: exerzitien@haus-gries.de 

ONLINE Starting on Sept 22nd 2026 
Tuesday Evenings. 7.00pm – 9.00pm. S7 Session 
On-line (zoom) Introduction to the Gries Path of 
Prayer.  
For further details, contact the Administrator, 
House of Prayer enquiries@houseofprayer.org.uk 
 

 

mailto:paddyrylands@gmail.com
mailto:enquiries@houseofprayer.org.uk
mailto:juliet.epiphany@gmail.com
mailto:paddyrylands@gmail.com
mailto:exerzitien@haus-gries.de
mailto:enquiries@houseofprayer.org.uk
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Safeguarding Training 

Advisory Group  

Seeking a Volunteer 
 

The Scottish Catholic Safeguarding Standards 

Agency (SCSSA) is seeking to recruit a member of 

the Religious in Scotland to join the Safeguarding 

Training Advisory Group (STAG). The SCSSA is very 

grateful to Br. Brendan Geary who fulfilled this role 

until recently. This is a voluntary role which entails 

five online meetings per year, plus one in-person 

training day held end Aug/start Sept. STAG 

supports the development of training initiatives 

that require national consistency, and as such the 

Religious representative is an important voice to 

promote Religious contexts. If you would like to 

know more about this role, please contact Helena 

Rameckers, Head of Safeguarding Training, SCSSA. 

Helena will be delighted to hear from you and can 

be contacted by phone (07394 862 279) or  

email (helena.rameckers@scssa.org.uk). 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Eulogy of Sr. Marie Therese 

A few words on our Sr. Marie 

Therese—known to many of you 

as Mary O’Neill. 

Mary was born in Coatbridge in 

1940, the eldest of six children. 

She was followed by Agnes, James, Danny, Maud, 

and Patricia. Her mother, Martha—always called 

Maud—and her father, Patrick, created a loving 

home, even as Patrick served his country during 

the war. 

Mary attended St. Augustine’s Primary School and 

St. Mary’s High School. After leaving school, she 

worked as a machinist in local clothing and 

mattress factories. These early skills would 

become a lifelong gift. 

Her call to Carmel came when she was just 

nineteen. She had gone simply to accompany a 

friend who wished to enter. But as it turned out, it 

was Mary who carried the true vocation. She 

entered the Carmel in Langside in 1961 and made 

her final vows in 1966. 

She took the name of her patron, St. Thérèse of 

Lisieux, and like her, she lived her vocation with 

quiet fidelity, simplicity, and love. 

If I were to describe her contribution to 

community life, I would say this: no community 

should be without one. She was deeply aware of 

belonging to something greater than herself. She 

was always there where the work needed to be 

done—faithful to prayer, faithful to study, and 

faithful to every task entrusted to her. 

Her skills as a machinist were exceptional. Her 

handwork was second to none. She served the 

community with these gifts, and she produced 

beautiful altar linens and vestments. 

Although she could be shy with people she didn’t 

know, or in large gatherings, she was warm, loving, 

and attentive in small groups and one-to-one 

conversations. Within the community she joined 

in everything—recreation, discussions, 

workshops, courses—and she often surprised us 

with her clarity, her wisdom, and the depth of her 

reflections. 

One of her greatest gifts was her sense of wonder. 

She loved books and films on nature and science, 

fascinated by new discoveries in these. In her later 

You are invited 
 

MASS FOR VOCATIONS 

The monthly Mass for Vocations 

at the Little Sisters of the Poor, St 

Joseph's, Robroyston, will take 

place  in  

St Joseph's Chapel, at 7pm,          

on Monday 9 February 2026. 

Please come along and join with 

us in praying for vocations.  

Tea/coffee will be 

served  following Mass. 

mailto:helena.rameckers@scssa.org.uk
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years, her spiritual reading turned toward 

theologians who explored the meeting point 

between modern science and cosmology, 

evolution, and Christian faith. These new 

expressions of the Christian mystery spoke deeply 

to her. 

We cannot speak of her life without 

acknowledging the burden she carried: 

Huntington’s disease. She was diagnosed only in 

her later years, and it is remarkable how long she 

managed without detection. Many of you will 

know the challenges this illness brings—declining 

mobility, difficulties with balance, speech, 

swallowing, and mental health that can 

accompany it. 

Marie Therese understood what the diagnosis 

meant. But she also understood that this, too, was 

part of her vocation—another way of living love at 

the heart of the Church and the world. She carried 

it with courage, with grace, and with a quiet 

strength that inspired us all. 

We are deeply grateful to the Scottish Huntington’s 

Association for their support, their expertise, and 

their encouragement to both her and to us. 

When our community was preparing to relocate, it 

became clear that it would best for her to move to 

St. Francis Nursing Home. Their care was 

exceptional. They learned about her illness, they 

supported her needs, and they ensured she lived 

with dignity and comfort. There were many others 

who helped her both spiritually and with her 

medical needs I cannot list here.  We cannot thank 

them enough. 

And throughout all of this—through every stage of 

her Carmelite life, and later in St. Francis—her 

family remained a constant source of love. They 

visited, encouraged, and supported her 

unfailingly. They were present for her major 

celebrations, and so were many close friends. 

Their love was a blessing she cherished.  

We know that she will never be outdone in 

generosity. And like her patroness, St. Thérèse, she 

will continue to shower her roses upon her family, 

upon her community, and upon all who loved her. 

May she rest in the peace she lived for,  

and may her gentle spirit remain with us 

always. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February dates 

 

 

 

Laudato Si’ Movement Prayer Book - Laudato 

Si' Movement 

Ecological Way Of The Cross - Laudato Si' 

Movement 

LS Rosary - Laudato Si' Movement 

The Benedictine Monastery 
requests your prayers for the 
repose of the soul of Mother 
Mary Matthias of the Sacred 
Heart (Christine Mary Bailey)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

whom God took to Himself on the 
eighth day of January 2026 in the 
eighty fifth year of her age and 
the fifty eighth year of her 
Religious Profession  

The funeral will be held on 
29 January at 12 noon 

at the monastery. 

Interment will follow at Haylie 
Brae Cemetery, Largs. 
Benedictine Monastery, 5 
Mackerston Place, Largs KA30 
8BY, SCOTLAND,  

Requiescat in pace 

•30th World Day for Consecrated 
Women and Men2nd

• Ash Wednesday18th

https://laudatosimovement.org/download/laudato-si-movement-prayer-book/
https://laudatosimovement.org/download/laudato-si-movement-prayer-book/
https://laudatosimovement.org/download/ecological-way-of-the-cross/
https://laudatosimovement.org/download/ecological-way-of-the-cross/
https://laudatosimovement.org/download/ls-rosary/

