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Newsletter January 2026  
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

The Commercial World would have us believe that 

by Boxing Day Christmas is over. But, of course, 

Christian celebrations are only just beginning.  

The Octave of Christmas gives us the opportunity 

to enter into the joy of the Incarnation in 

meaningful ways, whilst keeping the festivities 

going. 

It is one of the only two octaves in the Church's 

year, (the other one being in Easter) so it is very 

special and worthy of making as a parish, a 

religious community or at home.  

A couple of days ago, on my way home from the 

GP's surgery, I passed through the Forge Shopping 

Centre and to my amazement, the crib had already 

been taken down. No doubt in a few days Easter 

eggs will be on display. 

The whole sense of the Incarnate Word is lost on 

the general public and the Christian Community. 

The feast of St Stephen reminds us of the courage 

and faith needed to follow Christ fully. As the first 

Martyr, Stephen, bore witness to the Gospel, even 

in the face of death. Filled with he Holy Spirit, he 

spoke with love and truth, he forgave his 

persecutors, reflecting Christ's mercy, his example 

challenges us to stand firm in faith, to serve others 

with compassion and forgive freely. 

I hope you had a very blest Christmas, and may 

Mary, the mother of God, obtain all the graces and 

blessings that 2026 can bring to us, our family and 

the world. 

Happy 

New 

Year 

Fr Peter sss 

 
Thank you for your prayers 

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE LEO XIV FOR 

THE LIX WORLD DAY OF PEACE 1st JANUARY 2026 

Peace be with you all: Towards an 

 “unarmed and disarming” peace 

“Peace be with you!” 

This ancient greeting, still in use today in many 

cultures, was infused with new life on the evening 

of Easter on the lips of the risen Jesus.  “Peace be 

with you” (Jn 20:19, 21) is his Word that does not 

merely desire peace, but truly brings about a 

lasting transformation in those who receive it, and 

consequently in all of reality.  For this reason, the 

Apostles’ successors give voice every day 

throughout the world to the most silent of 

revolutions: “Peace be with you!” From the very 

evening of my election as Bishop of Rome, I have 

wanted to join my own greeting to this universal 

proclamation. And I would like to reiterate that 

this is the peace of the risen Christ – a peace that 

is unarmed and disarming, humble and 

persevering.  It comes from God who loves us all 

unconditionally….  

The peace of the risen Christ 

The Good Shepherd, who gives his life for the flock 

and has other sheep not of this fold 

(cf. Jn 10:11,16), is Christ, our peace, who has 

conquered death and broken down the walls of 

division that separate humanity (cf. Eph 2:14). His 

presence, his gift and his victory continue to shine 

through the perseverance of many witnesses 

through whom God’s work carries on in the world, 

becoming even more visible and radiant in the 

darkness of our times.  

The contrast between darkness and light is not 

only a biblical image describing the labor pains of 

a new world being born;… (link below to continue 

reading) 

Message of the Holy Father for the 59th World Day 

of Peace 2026: “Peace be with you all: Towards an 

“unarmed and disarming” peace" 

https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/peace/documents/20251208-messaggio-pace.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/peace/documents/20251208-messaggio-pace.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/peace/documents/20251208-messaggio-pace.html
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A STATEMENT FROM  

THE BISHOPS OF SCOTLAND 

The Scottish Parliament is currently considering 

amendments to the Children (Withdrawal from 

Religious Education and Amendment of UNCRC 

Compatibility Duty) (Scotland) Bill, which 

would seek to change the current religious opt-

out provisions in Scottish schools.  

A spokesperson for Scotland’s Catholic Bishops 

said the Church is disappointed and confused with 

the Scottish Parliament Equalities, Human Rights 

and Civil Justice Committee's decision to agree an 

amendment that has the effect of separating 

Religious Education (RE) and Religious Observance 

(RO) in schools.  

The spokesperson said: “There is an intrinsic link 

between RE and RO in Catholic schools. Religious 

Education gives knowledge of faith, while 

Religious Observance is the living expression. One 

without the other risks empty ritual or solely 

‘head’ knowledge.   

“Separating them suggests that the Scottish 
Government, and those who voted for this 
amendment, do not value their role in Catholic 
schools. Furthermore, we are concerned that this 
amendment has the effect of changing the long-
standing conscience clause in section 9 of the 
Education (Scotland) Act 1980 and removes 
important rights for parents.  

“We continue to be disappointed with the policy 
of the Scottish Green party, as confirmed by 
Maggie Chapman during the Committee session 
on Tuesday, to campaign for the removal of 
denominational schools from the Scottish 
Education system. The inclusion of 
denominational schools in the state system in 
Scotland continues to be an example of a diverse, 
pluralistic, democratic education system in action.  

“The Catholic Church looks forward to 
constructive engagement in Stage 3 of the Bill, and 
to working collaboratively with government, 
parliament, and other stakeholders to ensure that 
any final legislation respects both parent and 
children’s rights and the rich heritage of Catholic 
education in Scotland.” 

Bishops of Scotland Congratulate 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lady Rita Rae CBE 

on receiving Honour from The King 

The Bishops’ Conference of Scotland warmly 

congratulates Lady Rita Rae on her appointment 

as a Commander of the Order of the British 

Empire (CBE) in The King’s New Year’s Honours 

List. 

Lady Rae has given outstanding service to the life 

and mission of the Catholic Church in Scotland. 

She currently serves as Chair of the Catholic 

Safeguarding Standards Agency (CRSSA) and 

as Vice Chair of St Margaret’s Children and Family 

Care Society, bringing wisdom, integrity, and a 

profound commitment to the protection and 

dignity of children and vulnerable people. She has 

also served the Church as a member of the 

national tribunal and as a board member of the 

Glasgow Archdiocesan newspaper Flourish 

and has given longstanding support for adoption 

and family services.  

Alongside her service to the Catholic Church, Lady 

Rae has had a distinguished career in public life. 

She served as a Senator of the College of Justice 

and High Court judge, was the first working 

female Rector of the University of Glasgow, and 

continues to support young people and students 

through education, mentoring, and scholarships. 

Bishop John Keenan, President of the Bishops’ 

Conference of Scotland, said: 

“This honour recognises Lady Rae’s faithful service 

to the Church and her tireless commitment to 

justice, safeguarding, and the dignity of the human 

person. She is a most deserving recipient of this 

high honour.” 
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Bishop Brian McGee, Bishop with Episcopal 

responsibility for safeguarding, said: 

“Lady Rae’s leadership and independent scrutiny 

have driven the Church’s safeguarding practices to 

the highest standards. Her clarity, compassion, 

and determination have deepened the Church’s 

commitment to care and protection for all, 

reminding us of our constant need to accompany 

survivors and maintain robust policies and 

procedures.  

Archbishop William Nolan, the Archbishop of 

Glasgow, said: 

“The honour bestowed on Lady Rae is richly 

deserved. She has worked tirelessly for charities 

over the years, including St Margaret’s Adoption 

Society, and has greatly assisted the Scottish 

Bishops in their ongoing commitment to 

safeguarding. Her honour will be widely 

welcomed.” 

 

The Bishops of Scotland assure Lady Rae of their 

prayers and congratulations. 

We remember… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sr. Marie Therese passed away 

gently early this morning. She had 

just celebrated her 85th birthday. 

As many of you will know Sister 

had not enjoyed good health for a 

number of years and had been in 

Saint Francis Care Home for the 

last two years, here she was cared 

for with love and sensitivity. 

Marie Therese loved life and 

loved her Carmelite vocation 

which she lived with commitment 

right to the end. We will miss her. 

Her funeral will take place in Holy 

Family and Saint Ninian's 

Kirkintilloch in the new year.  

A few Christmas gem to listen to… 

 

Gen Verde - Child Of Light (Official Lyric Video) 

 

Mary Did You Know? (Official Music Video) | One 

Voice Children's Choir cover 

 

 

What Child Is This (from The Chosen Christmas 

Special) | One Voice Children's Choir | Kids Cover 

 

Libera - In Dulci Jubilo 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qPJw-XdrIPU&list=RDqPJw-XdrIPU&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F1H1-scfD1s&list=RDF1H1-scfD1s&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F1H1-scfD1s&list=RDF1H1-scfD1s&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sNYpxYKtC_w&list=RDsNYpxYKtC_w&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sNYpxYKtC_w&list=RDsNYpxYKtC_w&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F3uflMbmQ2A&list=RDF3uflMbmQ2A&start_radio=1
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Nunraw Abbey 

Christmas Newsletter, 
2025 

Wise are those who seek Him…. 

We have been waiting for the arrival of a new 

superior as our Fr Mark is over retirement age. He 

is Fr Benedict from the Abbey of Our Lady of the 

Angels, Nsugbe, in Nigeria. There is, however, the 

increased problem of obtaining a visa in these 

difficult times for immigrants. Although there is a 

backlog of applicants, his request has been in the 

process for some time and we are hopeful all will 

be successfully completed fairly soon. 

As most of you will be aware, vocations are more 

plentiful in Africa, South America and Asia than in 

the Western World. It is by a happy chance that 

Nunraw and Nsugbe have been in close touch over 

the years when Nsugbe needed some fraternal 

assistance. In a sense our present problem is an 

example of how Nsugbe can come to our aid. Our 

request has received an immediate and positive 

response from both Fr Benedict and his abbot at 

Nsugbe, Dom Marius Mary. We are very grateful 

to them.  

The plans we had for the completion of the 

extension at the front of the abbey had to be 

dropped after the onslaught of the Covid epidemic 

due to the steep rise of building costs. The 

community has more recently decided to continue 

with the project but with more simplified plans. 

What is involved is a new Reception Area, Tea 

Room and Shop and public toilets, and some 

alterations to the present Guest Wing. In addition 

to that it was decided to renovate the Church. 

The Church is the focus of every monastery. Our 

present Church had been originally designed as 

the monastic library. The new plans now aim to 

make the Church more obviously the Sacred 

Centre of the monastery.  It is hoped the building 

work can begin in 2026. 

As with many other establishments in the country, 

our guest wing is short of staff. Due to that we 

have reduced our service to B & B, although guests 

may bring their own frozen food and store them in 

the guest wing freezer. 

We wish you all A Happy and Joyous 
Christmas and many Blessings in 2026.

Eternal and Incarnate Wisdom come 
into  

our hearts this Christmas time 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“And the Word was made flesh and 

dwelt among us.” 

 
Rejoicing with you this Christmas 
and wishing you many blessings 

during 2026 
 
Sr Maureen and the Sisters  

of the GBI Delegation, 

 

 
 

 

 

Banksy, 

“The Scar of 

Bethlehem” 

(2019): 

 
(photo courtesy of    

Bisher Qassis) 

The Holy Family next to the Israeli separation 

wall in the West Bank, pierced by a star shaped 

bullet hole. 
 

May the Light that was born in Bethlehem 
illuminate your path and bring peace in the 

new year 

The Executive Committee, the Secretariat and 
all members of UCESM wish you 
a Merry Christmas and a blessed,  
peaceful and happy 2026! 
 

Daughters  

of Wisdom 


