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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

The feast of All Saints is an opportunity to 

praise God for all those who in day-to-day life 

have been challenged by the Gospel and have 

lived it generously. Throughout our history 

God has raised up outstanding women and 

men of holiness. 

This seems most obvious when the church is 

in need. 

There are a great cloud of witnesses 

encouraging us to a life of generosity and 

commitment .We are assured from scripture 

that from among the people of Israel and from 

the nations of the world vast numbers will be 

saved .God has special interest in the poor and 

in the gentle in those who mourn and those 

who make peace, they are assured of God's 

blessing. 

The feast of all Saints celebrated the bond 

which exists between our forebears in faith 

and ourselves which is the love of God ,poured 

into our hearts. 

This love for God is beautifully expressed  in 

the funeral liturgy when it says 'life is changed 

not ended'. God's guides us no matter what 

direction our lives take; no one is ever outside 

of the attractive pull of divine love and care 

and everyone responds to God in their own 

gifted manner. 

As we unite in prayer this month of the Holy 

Souls we remember all those men and women 

religious who have served the church in 

Scotland those at home and abroad, along 

with our , families and friends. Sometimes it is 

only after death we discover the depth of 

there  kindness and goodness. 

Fr Peter Dowling 

(President) 

Forever Pilgrims… 

On 2nd February in our 

Cathedrals we met to celebrate the 

Light of Christ and so begin on journey 

through the Holy Year, a year of 

hope and reconciliation. 

We came with open hearts 

asking to be lights in the darkness for those 

who struggle and suffer. 

This year came to a close in Rome as religious 

from all over the world gathered  

from 8th -12th October. 

 

 

 

 We invite you 

         to come to 

Carfin on 1st December 
    to celebrate this year on the 

         feast of St Andrew. 

 

As we have done throughout the year we will 

pray together, share together – CELEBRATE – 

so that rather than closure , we can continue 

to be pilgrims on this sacred journey, inspired 

to walk together in unity and love, spreading 

hope wherever we go.  

 

 

Timetable 

ARRIVALS  10am with tea/coffee 

TALK  

MASS 12.15pm 

LUNCH  soup and sandwiches 

DEPARTURES  3pm 
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Celebrations… 
 

A Double Celebration for Sister Maria 

 

The first weekend in 

September was a 

very significant one 

for Sister Maria 

Stokes of the 

Helpers of the Holy 

Souls.  On Saturday, 

6th, she celebrated 

her 90th birthday, 

and on Monday, 

8th, she celebrated 

the Platinum Jubilee of her First Profession. 

To mark both of these important milestones, 

Maria joined the parishioners of Corpus 

Christi, Scotstounhill, at the Sunday Mass 

celebrated by Fr. Paul Malarvie.   A number of 

her family members were present, along with 

the Scottish Helpers.  At the end of Mass, 

Maria was presented with an Apostolic 

Blessing from His Holiness Pope Leo XIV. This 

seemed to be the highlight of her day. 

 

Sr. Anne spoke of the many and varied 

missions that Maria undertook in her 70 years 

as a Helper, from her work with young people 

as a full-time Youth Leader, to many years as a 

member of the retreat team in our retreat 

houses of London, Langside, and Newmains. 

In her mid-years, Maria went back to school 

and trained to become a teacher.    

 

She spent many years 

teaching English and 

Religious Education at 

Lourdes Secondary in 

Cardonald. She still 

maintains contact with 

some of her former 

pupils.  

Upon retiring from teaching, Maria wasn’t 

ready to put her feet up. She volunteered at 

Corpus Christi Primary School as a support 

teacher for pupils who required additional 

tuition. The children loved her as she was an 

excellent teacher. 

 

When she had more time, Maria began to use 

her creative gifts by learning to make cards for 

every occasion! She always seemed to have an 

order in the pipeline. The room she uses is like 

a small cottage industry! The proceeds from 

the sale of these cards go to support children 

through the Smile Train Charity. 

 

After Mass, the congregation were invited into 

the parish hall for the usual cup of tea and 

sandwiches. After which Maria cut her cake 

honouring her Jubilee and Birthday. 

 

This was a joyous occasion to mark the long 

and varied life of Maria in the service of God 

through her call as a sister of the Helpers of 

the Holy Souls.   We thank Maria for her 

generous and faithful service.    
(Sr Anne Paterson HHS) 
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The Sisters of Notre Dame 

de Namur celebrated 

Jubilees for Sister Ishbel 

MacPherson‘s 75 years 

and Sister Agnes Nelson‘s 

60 years in the Congregation. 

Both sisters have had long ministries. 

 

Sister Ishbel has been involved in Teaching and 

also in The Better World Movement. 

She is Scotland’s first Female Doctor of Canon 

Law, and has been working in Diocesan 

Tribunals in England, Scotland, Wales , 

Northern Ireland and also the Republic of 

Ireland for over forty years . Sister Ishbel 

retired in January 2025. 

 

Sister Agnes has been involved in Teaching and 

after studying in United States , she pioneered 

SPRED (Special Religious Education) in 

Scotland. She has been involved in this 

ministry now for the past forty two years . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over 70 young adults in the diocese of 

Aberdeen journeyed together to Rome and 

Assisi for the Jubilee for Youth 28 July-6 

August. Led by Sr. Angela Marie, OP, Fr. Aidan 

Matheson, and Sr. Francesca Therese, CSJ, we 

encountered the beauty and history of the 

Church in Rome and passed through Holy 

Doors at the major basilicas. Joined by youth 

from Glasgow, we hosted a lively Scottish 

ceilidh in one of the 

piazzas and celebrated 

Mass at Sant’Andrea 

delle Fratte, a church 

dedicated to St. Andrew the Apostle.  

 

We were also invited by Ukrainian friends to 

enjoy their beautiful liturgy and a meal at 

Santa Sophia. Accompanied by one million 

other young people from around the world, 

we experienced the universal church in its 

glory at the Vigil at Tor Vergata with Pope Leo 

XIV. We rejoiced to encounter him circling 

around in his Popemobile, prayed with him at 

Adoration and Mass, and heard him 

encourage and exhort them personally to 

greater holiness. During the final 2 days in 

Assisi, we prayed at the tombs of St. Francis, 

St. Clare, and Bl. Carlo 

Acutis, rested, and 

deepened friendships. 

May the graces of this 

pilgrimage continue to 

spread throughout 

Scotland!  
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Jubilee for Religious 
8-9 October 

 

The four of us Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia 

in Elgin joined others in our congregation to 

attend the Jubilee for Religious in Rome, 8-9 

October. Along with thousands of religious 

from around the world, we gathered in St. 

Peter’s Basilica for a prayer vigil on the 

evening of 8 October led by Cardinal Ángel 

Fernández Artime, Pro-Prefect of 

the Dicastery for Institutes of Consecrated Life 

and the Societies of Apostolic Life. Religious 

men and women offered a beautiful series of 

reflections, meditations, Scripture readings, 

responsorial psalms, hymns, and intercessions 

according to hope and related themes. The 

next morning the crowds of consecrated 

eagerly assembled in St. Peter’s Square for 

Mass with the Pope Leo. We were thrilled to 

represent Scotland during this liturgy in which 

the Pope reminded us we are “living witnesses 

to the primacy of God in our lives.”  We joyfully 

greeted him as he passed by within inches on 

his Popemobile, leaving a wave of peace in his 

wake. May we all fulfil the words of our Holy 

Father and be deeply renewed in our 

consecration during this Jubilee Year. 

News from AGM 

 

At the recent AGM held in Conforti, 

Coatbridge elections were held for a new 

President. 

Fr Peter Dowling, Blessed Sacrament Fathers, 

was elected and took up his role as president 

with immediate effect. 

We thank Sr Kathleen for her service as 

President and are grateful that she has agreed 

to serve on the executive for a further year. 

 

We also have a new member to the Executive 

Committee. Fr Francis Ututo, Sons of Mary 

Mother of Mercy. 

The other members of the committee are: 

Fr Jim Clarke, Xavarian Missionaries 

Sr Pauline Dempsey, Franciscans of the IC 

Sr Margaret Mary Fidow, Sisters of Nazareth 

Sr Eileen Mearns, Good Shepherd Sisters 

Sr Kathleen Curran, Ursulines of Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter 
 

If you have any articles for the 

newsletter could you please send 

them to me by the last 

Wednesday of the month. 

That will give me time to put it all 

together to be able to send it out 

on the 1st day of the month. 

Thank you 

Christine 

 

 

 

 


